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~The Athenian Mercury. 
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Be Hat are the utmoft Effects 

V of Foy, and how doves it o- 

perate on the Affections ? 

Anfw. Sudden Foy kills as well as {adden Grief: 
Diageras Rhodius, hearing his Three Sons were 
victorious at theOlympick Games in one Day, 
died immediately in that tran{port of Joy; and 
fo did Dyonifius, Sophocles and Philippides, upon 
winning the Bays from other Stage-players 5 
and what is yet ftranger, Zewxis that famoys 
Painter, having made the Portraiture of an 
Old Woman very odly, died with Laughing at 
it. Grief deftroys a Man by a Violent agita- 
tion of the Spirits, and fudden condenfation 
again, whereby they are too much thronged, 
their Avenues obftructed, and their Commerce 
with the Air hindred ; fo that the Heart 
wanting refpiration is ftifled. Joy produces 
the fame effe& from contrary caufes,. namely 
by a too great dilation of the Spirits ; they 
who dye for Joy, are of a Sanguine, Soft, and 
Rare Contexture; fo that when this dilation 
of Spirits happens,they leave the Heart defti- 
tute of Succour; and the Ventricles clofing 
together, they perifh under this Paflion, 

ueft. 2. Whence proceeds the Shuterkin ? 

Anfw. Phyficians have imputed this Shuter- 
kin (which refembles a Weefel) to the Steam 
and warmth of the Stove-Pots, which yivifies 
the natural irrigation of the Uterus, which has 
a tendency to form fomething, as the Guts 
and Inteftines, by an undue’ difpofition of 
Heat, &c. form Worms ; it ufually comes forth 
with the Birth of the Firft Child, which it 
fometimes Corrodes ; as foon as it comes into 
the open Air, it will run up the Walls, and 
ftrive to hide it felf, but they doall they can 
to kill it immediately, ~ 

Queft. 3. Do the Deceafed walk ? 

Anfw, Not Corporally ; for at the fame time as 
the Refemblance or Apparition of fomething 
like fuch or fuch a Deceafed Party haunts a 
Place, you may find the Body of fuch a Per- 
fon in the Grave, as by the Spirit is reprefent- 
ed. So that I cannot fee it irrational to con- 
clude, that it may be either the Spirits of fuch 
Perions, who yet in love with their Bodies, 
after their Separation, do wander up and 
down reftlefs and diflatished ; or that the 
Devil, according to a Learned Author, af- 
fumes fuch likenefles in his Pride, as if he 
boafted over that Mortality which he has been 
the Caufe of. 

Queft. 4. We have an account in Barth, Hilt. 
of a,Monftrous Birth, Two Brothers born to- 


gether, both baptized, &c, Query, How fhall they’ 


avife at the Day of Fudgmens? 

Anfw, Becaufe the Reader fhan’t want the 
fatisfaction of the whole Story, we fhall, Be- 
fore we give our Sentiments of it, lay down 


the Relation 5 ‘viz. 1 faw (faith Bartholinis;) 
Lazarus Coiloredo the Genoan, tirit at Hafnta, 
afrer at Bafil, when he was Twenty Eight 
Years of Age, but in both Places with Amaze- 
ment. This Lazarus had a little Brother 

growing Out at his Breaft, who was in that 
Pofture born withhim: if I miftake not, the 

Bone called Xiphoides, in both of them grew 

together; his Left Foot alone hung downwards, 
he had 2 Atims,only 3 Fingers upon each Hand; 
fome appearance there was of the Secret Parts, 
he moved his Hands, Ears and Lips, and iad 

a little beating in the Breaft; this little Bro- 

ther voided no Excrements, but by the Mouth, 
Nofe and Ears, and is nourithed by that which 
the greater takes. He has diftingt Animal and 
Vital parts from the greater, fince he Sleeps, 
Sweats and moves when the other Awakes, 
Refts, and Sweats not. Both received their 
Names at the Font, the greater that of Laza- 
rus. and the other that of Johannes Baptift a. 

The Natural Bowels, as the Liver, Spleen, cc. 

are the fame in both 5 Yohannes Baptifta hath 

his Eyes for the moft part fhut , his Breath 

finall,fo that holding a Feather at his Mouth,it 

fcarce moves;but holding theHand there,we find 

{mall and warm Breath; His Mouth is ufvally 
open, and always wet with Spittle; his Head 
is bigger than that of Lazarus, but Deform- 
ed; his Hair hanging down, while his Face is 
in an upward Pofture: Both have Beards, Bap-: 
tifta’s neglected, butthat of Lazarus is very 
neat, Lazarus is of a Juft Stature, a Decent 

Body, Courteous Deportment , and Gallantly 
attired; he Covers the Body of his Brother 
with his Cloak : Nor could youthink a Mon- 
{ter lay within, at your firft Difcourfe with 
him ; he feemed always of a con{tapt Mind,un- 
lefs that now and then he was follicitous as to 
hisend; for he feared the Death of his Bro- 
ther, as prefaging that when that came to pafs, 
he alfo fhould expire with the ftink and putre- 
faction of his Body ; and thereupon he took 
greater care of his Brother than of Himfelf. 
We have a Defcription of this from other 
Hands, but by allthat wecan gather, we find 
no Lineaments of a Rational Soul in Baptifta, 
nor fo much of the Animal as Brutes have; 
his Brother fhall:rife without him at the Day 
of Judgment, for there will be no Montiters 
at the Re/urreétion; and if Baprtifta be not ra- 
tional, he will be reckoned in the Claffis only 
of Animals; but if he has a Rational Soul, 
which is only hindered acting, by the unfitnefs 
of Improper Organs, then he will be rank’d 
amongft Children Fools and Ideots at 
the laft Day ; but will rife feparate, with a 
perfect Body, not with another Body, but the 
fame Specifick Body, adapted and fitly orga- 
nized for a future State, eel 


Queft. 


Mat. 26. 34. Before the Cock crow, thou 
fhait deny me thrice ; and St. Mark 14, 68, 
40, But he denied, and the Cock crew; he de- 
nied it acain, and the fecond Time the Cock cre, 
2. he call’d to mind the word of 
the Cock crow twice, &c? 

Anlw. St. Markexprefles it more fully than 
St. Matthew. Tis known tke Cock gene- 

rally crows twice, once a little after Mid- 
night, the fecond time about Day-break ; 
>was the fecond and more remarkable of 
tkcfe crowings St. Adatthew takes notice of, 
St. Markof both. 

O eth, 6. T4s [aid of St. Peter's fecond denial 
+, Mark 14. 69, 4 Mata faw him again: But 
St, Luke 22. 58.°That ’twas 4 Man, for fo 
St. Peter calls him: Man 1 am not. +How 
does this Quadrare ? . 

Anfw. The thing founds much harfher in 
our Tongue than in the Original. For Man, 
the word Aj@poss is there ufed,in Latin #Zomo 5 
both which words are of the Epicene Gender, 
and apply’d, as every School-boy knows,either 
to Man or Woman. As even in our own 
Language, when we fay Man or Beaft, we in- 
clude the Feminine in the firft as well as the 
Mafculine. 

But if this fhou’d feem fomething ftrain’d, 
there’s a fecond interpretation, which is very 
natural and eafy, Once more, we are always 
to interpret thofe Texts which-are not fo 
full, by thofe which treat more amply of the 
fame Subject: Grant but that reafonable De- 
mand, and there’s no Difficulty in thefe 
places. 

We fay then, that there was more than 
one perfon, who charg’d St. Peter at this fe- 
cond time with being in the Garden. Nor is 
this faid’Gratis; for St. John, who givesa 
more diftinét account of thofe occurrences 
than other Evangelifts ( being alfo, as ‘tis ge- 
nerally own’d, there actually prefent with 
St.Peter) tells us at his fecond Denial, 7H EY 
faid unto him, Gc. And if more than one, 
as tis the Plural number, where's any In- 
congruity, that both a Maid and a Man, 
and feveral of em too ( were there any need 
of it) might at the fame time charge him 
with the fame thing ?- We own the Proverb 

faid, in the Greek gay, is com- 
monly taken indefinitely for one or more, 
fignifying, no more than ‘twas faid: But 
granting this, the other fenfe is as ufual; 
and yet further is plainly intended here, 
and relates to more perfons than one ; which 
appears to any who fhall compare the 18. 
v.and the 25, Inthe 18. thus -- The Servants 
and Officers {tood there, who had made a Fire, 
and they warm’d themfelvess and Peter ftood 
and warm’d himfelf -- the fame matter is evi- 
dently. return’d in the 25th.- And Simon Peter 
ftood and warmed himfelf, They faid therefore 
unto him &c. Who, but the Servants and 
Officers before mentioned ? 

Q. 7.Exod 33,u.11. And the Lord/pake to 
Moles, Face to Face; Compar'd with v. 20, 
Thow canft not fee my Face and Live. How do 
thefe agree? | 
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, Que. ¢. How thofe places are reconcilable, St. Anfa. 
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The Face of God is taken fometimes 
for Gods Filence, and perfect Glory: ar 
other times for his prefence only, his Favour, 
and Perhaps his Church, as Cai” complains, 
From thy Face fhail I be bid, and afierwards 
he went out from the prefence of the Lord. 
In a third fenfe tis taken for a more par. 
ticular manifeitation of Gods Glory, more 
than the latter, lefs than the former, that 
Shechinah,as the Jews call it, for Glory of the 
Lord, which appeared fo often over the mer- 
cy-feat, both in the Tabernacle, and fometimes 
afterwards in the Temple of Solomex. This 
Glory of God the Jews call the Picicnce of God, 
or Face of God and thofe who were honour’d 
with any fuch extraordinary glorious appear. 
ance,though but of an Angel, are faid to have 
feen God, the Face e; God, or icen God Face tg 
Fate 5, As Facob, Manoah, the Children of Ifrael 
and here in’the ith, v. Atofes, as appears 
farther from the preceding Verfes, 7 he C lowidy 
Pillar defcended, and the Lord talked with Mojes 
(in other places, the Glory of the Lord appear’d,) 
But {till Adzofes defir’d to have fome greater 
Tokens of Gods Favour, and to fee him ; 
tis probable, as the Blefled Angels do in Hea- 
ven: Ibeieech thee, fays he, v, 18. thew me 
thy Glery 5 to which he is anfwered; Thou 
canft not fee my Face, for no Man fhou'’d 
fee me and live? He cou’d not have fucha 
Sight of God as was too bright for a Mortal 
to bear, and was referv’d to make up a great 
part of the Happinefs of Heaven. 

Queft. 8. How muft St. Pauls words be under 
Stood [ Icou'd wifh my felf accurfed from God, for 
my Brethren, my Kinf{men, according to the Flefh} 
Rom. 9.3 ? 

Anfw. Either Hyperbolically, whereof we 
have given feveral)initances, Queft. 9.N.28, Or 
only as a temporal Anathema, he cou’d wil- 
lingly be ftruck Dead as a fignal Mark of 
Divine Vengeance, or undergo a_ temporal 


Sqsrn stony! 


’ Reprobation (-as fome will tellus that in che 


oth of the Romans is, ) fo his Countrymen 
might be converted, or have the Gofpel re- 
main amongft °em. 

~ Queft, 9,Whether are the words of St. Peter, 
2. Ep. 3. Chap. v, 5. For this they willingly 
are ignorant of, that bythe word of God the 
Heavens were of old, and the Earth ftanding 
out of the water, and in the warer, @c. are fairly 
interpreted by Mr. Burnet in his 7 heory of 
the Earth? 

Anfw. 1 think ‘tis fo ingenious an interpre- 
tation, that tis almoft pity it fhou'd not be 
a trwe onc: Whether it be or no, wiil requite 
more tire to coniider than wil! be here 
allowd, and is intended to be diftindly done 
in the progrefs of our Papers, as well as all 
other Syftems of the Earth and Heavens. 
In the mean time i'm neither fo angry with 
that Glofs asa certain Reverend perfon, who 
fome time fince found little lefs than Herefy 
in’t ; nor can very well accout how thofe to 
whom St, Peter then wrote, cou’d be willingly . 
ignorant of what none ever knew, till this ine 
genious Gent, difcovered it; and which if crue, 
St. Peter himfelf cou’d not know without a 
particular - Revelation, 


ed 
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